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BOOK REVIEWS
Ten Years o f  M il i ta ry  T e rro r in  In d o n e s ia ,  
Spokesm an Books, 298 pp., $6.
Published by the Bertrand Russell Peace 
Foundation in 1975, th is  book was “ w ritten  and 
com piled to  rem ind the w orld  o f the tenth  
anniversary o f the com ing  to  power on a sea o f blood 
o f the present Indonesian fascist m ilita ry  reg im e” . It 
consists o f 14 artic les by 13 w rite rs w ho exam ine the 
coup, the  Suharto  regim e and its role in im peria lis t 
strategy.
Since the book was published, the Indonesian 
generals have invaded East T im o r and are 
com m itting  a second genocide to  inco rpo ra te  that 
people in to  th e ir  “em p ire ” . This gives the book a 
special to p ica lity  and relevance fo r Australia, since 
ru ling  class fo re ign  po licy  gives a special p lace to 
fr iendsh ip ’ w ith  Suharto ’s Indonesia -  w he ther 
W hitlam  o r Fraser is Prime M inister.
This book shou ld  be read by everyone w ho wants 
to  know w hat so rt o f a regim e it is, w hat its po lic ies 
are, who rules the coun try  and the consequences fo r 
the people of Indonesia and the region. Reading th is  
book stirred m em ories of several v isits to  Indonesia, 
w ith  special reference to the events o f Septem ber 
1965, the results o f w h ich  th is  book examines. Tw o 
experiences stand ou t w ith  the stark c la rity  of 
h indsight.
One was in 1954, when I attended the F ifth 
Congress o f the  C om m unist Party o f Indonesia 
(PKI), its firs t Congress under legal cond itions. Even 
th is  lega lity  was cond itiona l; the real congress had 
a lready been held and the one I attended was on ly  a 
pub lic  occasion!
A fte r the  Congress was over, the com rades asked 
me to stay and do a to u r w ith  some of the ir leaders, 
‘to  s trengthen in te rna tiona lism ’. That took me to 
Palembang and Medan in Sumatra, to  Central and 
East Java as w ell as Jakarta, speaking at huge mass 
m eetings (a ltoge ther the audiences exceeded a 
m illion ). The leaders were D.N. A id it and N joto, both 
m urdered in 1965, and Jusu f A d jitru p  w ho survived.
A t Malang in Central Java, we spoke at a m eeting 
in a huge park, w ith  about 100,000 people present. 
As in o th e r such m eetings, it was held in the 
a fternoon. The speakers and leading figures of the 
party and mass o rgan isations were seated on a big 
p la tform  made o f bamboo. One was a haji (a M uslim  
w ho has made the p ilg rim age to Mecca and o ther 
ho ly places o f Islam, and there fore  a person of 
standing in the M uslim  com m unity).
The meeting began w ith  enorm ous enthusiasm , 
but w ith  organised oppos ition  from  a g roup of 
s tudents from  the Arab M uslim  U nivers ity  in the city. 
This g roup  in filtra ted  the crow d and surrounded the 
p la tform , armed w ith  spears and led by a young man 
armed w ith a revolver. They were shou ting  and 
scream ing w ith  rage, brand ish ing  the ir spears and 
shouting  slogans. T urn ing  to  the com rade w ho was 
my in te rp re ter (B intang Suwarti, a fine  com rade who 
la ter drowned), I asked what it was all about. They 
are ca lling  ou t 'K ill the  ha ji’ , he said. I laughed, 
probab ly to  appear nonchalant. B in tang said 
urgen tly  ‘D on 't laugh, it w ill on ly  enrage them ’. I 
qu ick ly  stopped.
The local com rades were inexperienced in 
security . The Arab students were on ly  a small 
m inority , perhaps 200, but they made such a row  that 
the m eeting was d isrupted. A fte r half an hour o r so, 
the m ilita ry  po lice  sudden ly acted (there were 
hundreds present at that and all o ther m eetings we 
held). They moved in th rough  the crow d from  its 
ou tsk irts  w ith  weapons at the ready. As they did, the 
people scattered like autum n leaves before a gale. 
The o ffice r in charge ordered us in to  a m ilita ry  jeep, 
PKI general secretary A id it, B intang, G andi, security  
guard trave lling  w ith  us, and m yself. We were taken 
to a m ilita ry  po lice  post about 20 k ilom etres away. 
We were held fo r a coup le  of hours. I d id n 't know 
w hat was happening, since we d id n ’t ta lk  m uch. 
They fin a lly  released us. We caught a tra in  to 
Surabaya and 'went in to  sm oke’ in the house of a 
m iddle rank governm ent employee, spending the 
ho ttest n igh t I’ve ever experienced, s leeping tw o to a 
bed in a room w ith  the w indow s shut.
We resumed ou r to u r the next day - the  PKI was 
very strong in Surabaya, hom e o f the b iggest 
concentra tion  of industria l w orkers in Indonesia. In 
ou r later jou rney ing , A id it casually said to  me ‘Can 
you drive, com rade Aarons?’ When I answered yes, 
he said, ‘We though t so. W hile we were trave lling  in 
that jeep, we discussed w hether we'd overpow er the 
driver and make a break fo r it, bu t none o f us could 
drive.'
Even then, I d id n ’t fu lly  understand how serious it 
had been. A t a farew ell func tion  jus t before I left 
Indonesia, A id it spoke and referred to the Malang 
incident, saying 'Com rade Aarons and I faced death 
together in Malang'. I though t then tha t th is  was a 
piece o f Javanese exaggeration, a lthough  I knew 
that A id it had in fact narrow ly  excaped death six 
years before, in the 1948 M adiun inc iden t (when 
righ tw ing  arm y o ffice rs  had massacred thousands
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o f com m unists). He had been captured and escaped 
on ly w ith the help of fr iend ly  so ld iers.
Eleven years later, it no longer seemed so 
exaggerated. The Malang inc iden t showed the 
fanatic ism  of M uslim  extrem ists w ho were to  k ill so 
many com m unists and the ir supporte rs -  how the 
o rd in a ry  p e o p le  fe a re d  th e  a rm y  and  how  
unpred ictab le  it was.
The second experience was in 1962, when I visited 
Indonesia fo r ano ther C ongress (the Seventh). 
Sukarno had nationalised m ost fo re ign  enterprises 
and plantations, pu tting  them under m ain ly  m ilita ry  
con tro l. The generals and co lone ls  were p lundering 
these com panies in the m ost brazen fashion, 
accum ula ting huge fo rtunes in a few m onths and 
liv ing in flag ran t luxury, spo rting  big Am erican cars 
and flash houses.
The PKI paper, Harian Rakjat (People ’s Daily), had 
launched an attack on w hat it called 'bureaucrat 
capita lists ', h in ting  broad ly at m ilita ry  co rrup tion . 
The Jakarta army com m ander had sent a squad to 
seize the ed ition  and had closed down the paper. 
A id it spoke at a pub lic  m eeting ju s t a fte r I arrived, 
rebutting  the bureaucratic  cap ita lis t charge and 
dem anding lifting  of the paper’s c losure. It was lifted 
later, but the A rm y was to take a d readfu l revenge 
three years later, s laugh te ring  countless thousands 
encourag ing and pro tec ting  the M uslim  fanatics in 
brutal m urders of w hole com m unities . The tota l 
dead is still not known; possib ly a m illion , ce rta in ly  
not less than 500,000. I rem em ber v is iting  a village 
near Den Pasar, in Bali, the hom e of a w orld -fam ous 
H indu dance group. The w hole  v illage took part in a 
m agnificent perform ance fo r us, they were all PKI 
members o r supporters. That w hole  village was put 
to  death in 1965. The Solo R iver at Surakarta, a 
beautifu l river w h ich  I'd visited, was filled  w ith 
corpses fo r days after the massacre. The c ity  was a 
PKI s tronghold.
In one of the m ost in te resting  artic les in th is  book, 
P e te r D ale S c o tt tra c e s  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes 
involvem ent in the m ilita ry  seizure of power. He 
begins by setting its h is to rica l s ign ificance:
"The b loody suppression o f the Indonesian Left in 
1965 marks a new phase in the h is to ry  o f m odern 
counte r-revo lu tion : the resort to  mass exterm ination 
in an a ttem pt to  conso lida te  au thorita rian  power 
. ..creating a gruesom e precedent fo r the slaughter 
that accom panied the C am bodian coup o f 1970, and 
the Chilean coup o f 1973.”
Scott shows that the U nited States developed a 
“ new strategic concept o f m ilita ry-econom ic  
developm ent". Its thesis was that "the  o ffice r corps 
of under-developed coun tries  in general, and 
Indonesia in particu lar, constitu ted  a natura lly 
selected and m ora lly  superio r e lite, the on ly  viable 
alternative to com m unist takeover, w ho should
therefore  be given ‘constructive  assistance’ in 
prepara tion fo r d irec t respons ib ility  over the 
econom ic developm ent o f the ir na tion ."
Ernst U trech t and o ther w rite rs d issect th is  
m ora lly superio r e lite ’, show ing its incred ib le  
co rrup tion  and m isuse of Indonesia 's rich resources 
to enrich the 'bureaucratic  cap ita lis ts '. U trech t 
po in ts out tha t Pertam ina was the on ly  state-owned 
o il industry  in the w orld  that a lm ost went bankrup t - 
at a tim e when o il prices had shot up to unheard of 
levels! An exiled Indonesian jou rna lis t, G.W. 
Satyajit, quotes from  the Indonesian paper Kompas:
“ C orrup tion  has become more ram pant than ever. 
A pprox im a te ly  30 per cent o f the GNP, o r 3,000 
m illion  of its 9,375 m illion  do lla r to ta l, is co rrup ted ."
The role o f o il in Indonesia is immense, and 
M ichael M orrow  exam ines th is in T h e  Po litics  of 
Southeast Asian O il’. O ther essays deal w ith  
repression and po litica l prisoners, agricu ltu re , 
Islam, the Chinese as scapegoats fo r the  regime, and 
o ther questions.
Of special in terest is Ingrid  Palm er’s piece on the 
econom y, w h ich  shows the trem endous hold of 
fo re ign capita l in the econom y. In 1974, Japan was 
ahead of the U nited States ($1,038.9 m illion  
com pared w ith $851 m illion ). It is pa rticu la rly  
in teresting to  note that Austra lian com panies are 
second to the U nited States in m in ing investm ent 
w ith $96 m illion  (Japan is th ird  w ith $76 m illion ). 
This gives A ustra lian  capita l a m ateria l as well as 
ideo log ica l in terest in m ainta in ing the Suharto 
regime.
What of the fu ture? Ernst U trecht, in his second 
piece in the book, exam ines the PKI since 1966. He 
reports con tinu ing  PKI activ ity  in Java, South 
Sumatra, Sulawesi and Kalim antan, inc lud ing  
gue rrilla  actions in the countrys ide  and even 
occasiona lly  in Jakarta. A lthough these “ are s till 
com parative ly weak and do not as yet fo rm  an 
im m ediate th re a t.... There is no doubt tha t the roots 
o f the PKI are too tenaciously  embedded in 
Indonesian h is to ry  and socie ty ever to  y ie ld  ... ”
The day o f reckon ing may be closer than U trecht 
foresaw a year ago. The generals' aggression in 
T im or, though t to  be easy, is s till m eeting hero ic  and 
effective resistance. This could well sharpen all the 
con trad ic tions in an essentia lly unstable regim e 
w h ic h  c o u ld  q u ic k ly  d is in te g ra te  w h e n  th e  
Indonesian people act.
This gives a special d im ension to  the im portance 
of so lida rity  w ith  East T im or, second on ly  to  the duty 
to  assist a small people in the ir s trugg le  against 
bruta l oppression. In a id ing T im or, we also help the 
oppressed people of Indonesia against Suharto and 
his im peria lis t backers.
- Laurie  Aarons.
